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DID YOU KNOW?
You can work 40 hours a week and still not make enough to afford housing.
In major cities and in rural America, less than half of the affordable housing 
needed actually exists.
25% of Minnesota households are housing cost-burdened, paying 30% or 
more of their income for housing.
There are now more homeless people than during the Great Depression.

HOMELESSNESS?
WHAT HAS CAUSED

Minimum wage hasn't grown since 1968 

(adjusted for inflation), but the gap between the 

rich and everyone else has.

The last time inequality was this high was just 

before the Great Depression

Veterans make up 11% of the overall homeless 

population

 Housing should never cost more than 1/3 of your 

total monthly expenses

 Minimum wage has to be connected to each 

city's local cost of housing

 Everyone working 40 hours per week should be 

able to afford basic shelter, clothing and food

What makes a living wage?

1.

2.

3.

1929: Great Depression - mass homelessness 

exists for the first time in America

1934-1962: Housing loans eligibility is based on 

race and class instead of need

Housing loans are issued and 98% go to 

whites

Whites with loans moved into the desirable 

suburbs, minorities are only offered housing in 

large public sector tracts in less desired 

areas

1950s: mental hospitals begin closing and 

patients released

Those suffering from mental illness without 

proper support flood the streets and jails all 

across America

1981: President Ronald Reagan takes office and, 

with Congress, enact major cuts to existing social 

programs

The 35 year systemic attack on affordable 

housing has created a 7.2 million unit shortage 

for the nation's lowest income renters

47% of cities prohibit sitting and lying down in public

Bans on "camping" city-wide have increased by 69%

39% of cities now prohibit living in vehicles

Bans on loitering and vagrancy have increased by 

88%

27% of cities prohibit panhandling city-wide

Chronic homelessness vs supportive housing:

Chronic homelessness costs $30-50K/year per 

person (police, court, jail, hospital, shelter, 

psychiatric care, drug treatment, etc.)

Supportive housing costs $10-20K/year per 

person (mental health services, alcohol and 

substance abuse support, legal assistance, 

vocation skills, social activities, independent 

living skills, etc.)

Source: The Invisible Class: The Story of Homelessness in America


