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Open Your Heart assists agencies in increasing the number of people
served and/or improving the quality of services provided. This can be
reflected through facility enhancements within areas directly serving those
in need; through activities that remove barriers for homeless youth in their
educational pursuits; and through outreach by the funding of hotel
vouchers, street outreach supplies, and funding towards securing
identification. We meet needs as they arise. This includes developing
special projects to address barriers and providing emergency support
within days if a crisis occurs at an agency’s facility. 

Open Your Heart is unique in that we
provide tangible resources that are
vital to serving the growing number of
people in need. We ensure that food
and shelter organizations are able to
focus their attention on helping people
in crisis get back on their feet. 

We are one of a few, if not the only,
organization in Minnesota that
provides funding four times a year
within a short turnaround towards
basic needs items. 

We also work to raise awareness of the
issues impacting people facing food
and housing insecurity and support
initiatives that address these complex
challenges.

In our 37-year history, Open Your Heart has supported nearly every food
shelf and emergency shelter in Minnesota at one time or another. We reach
out to and support programs in communities large and small throughout
the state who do not usually receive support from larger metro based or
statewide funders. 

Some of Minnesota’s best work with
people experiencing hunger and
homelessness happens in small,
rural, and/or primarily volunteer run
agencies that may not have
professional fundraising staff or a
complex infrastructure. As a result,
Open Your Heart tailors our
provision of resources and
application process to allow
presentation of information in a way
that works best for applicant
agencies.

www.oyh.org
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"As a fairly new organization, I had my share of doubts about reaching out
to Open Your Heart for the Homeless and Hungry Grant. I was discouraged
by a few rejections in the past but Open Your Heart, looked past the youth of
my organization, and saw the need for the assistance we provide. Receiving
this opportunity for funding has sordid my organization in the middle of the
fight to end homelessness. We have been able to assist our local Minnesota
community in paying for their Identification cards and citizenship records i.e
birth certificates. We've also been able to help with rental application fees
and small home good items for our clients who are transitioning into stable
housing. With this support at our backs, 1 Step Housing Consultants are
making a stand for change, and we owe it all to Open Your Heart." 
- 1st Step Housing Consultant

ACBC

2023 Grantee Partners
73 Front-line service providers impacted through OYH's

Hunger and Homeless Grant Program. 

117 Food Shelves supported through OYH's Summer
Challenge, incentivizing over $2 million in additional
donations.

21 Scholarships awarded to students currently
experiencing or with lived experience of
homelessness. 

9 Shelter Beautification recipients, aesthetically
enhancing their shelter space to create a more
welcoming, safe, and dignified environment.  
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“This grant helped us purchase two new
coolers for our market. The coolers will
expand our refrigerated shopping area
by 53%, allowing us to have more food
available to families. In addition, having
swing-out doors will allow more than one
family to shop at a time, improving
shopping times and therefore increasing
appointment capacity.” 
- Anoka County Brotherhood Council


