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STATEWIDE IMPACT
In our 38-year history, Open Your Heart has supported nearly every
food shelf and emergency shelter in Minnesota at one time or
another. We reach out to and support programs in communities
large and small throughout the state who do not usually receive
support from larger metro based or statewide funders. 

GIVING WHERE THE NEED IS GREATEST
Open Your Heart assists agencies in increasing the number of people
served and/or improving the quality of services provided. This can be
reflected through facility enhancements within areas directly serving
those in need; through activities that remove barriers for homeless
youth in their educational pursuits; and through outreach by the
funding of hotel vouchers, street outreach supplies, etc. We meet
needs as they arise. This includes developing special projects to
address barriers and providing emergency support within days if a
crisis occurs at an agency’s facility. 

EQUITABLE
Some of Minnesota’s best work
with people experiencing hunger
and homelessness happens in
small, rural, and/or primarily
volunteer run agencies that may
not have professional fundraising
staff or a complex infrastructure.
As a result, Open Your Heart
tailors our provision of resources
and application process to allow
presentation of information in a
way that works best for applicant
agencies.

ABOUT US
Open Your Heart is unique in that
we provide tangible resources that
are vital to serving the growing
number of people in need. We
ensure that food and shelter
organizations are able to focus
their attention on helping people in
crisis get back on their feet. We are
one of a few, if not the only,
organization in Minnesota that
provides funding within a short
turnaround toward basic needs
items. We also work to raise
awareness of the issues impacting
people facing food and housing
insecurity and support initiatives
that address these complex
challenges.

www.oyh.org

Interfaith Action

Agate Housing and Services 

Open Door Pantry New Creation 



“Thank you so much for the
award this spring on top of all
the other support you’re giving
zAmya. This program at the
library means so much to
people and makes such a
difference in their lives. Thank
you for your faith in us and our
process, and the value of art in
service of the unhoused and
housing justice movement. We
are grateful to be in community
with you.” - zAmya Theater

“Your grant to provide direct access to critical items
and resources for our Access & Recovery Center
program (Homeless Services) affirms that mental
health is community health, and that equitable and
person-centered mental health care results in
benefits for us all. It reaches out a helping hand to a
neighbor, tells them they are seen, and assures them
that we are all in this together.” - People Incorporated  

2024 Grantee Partners

62

165

10 Scholarships awarded to students
currently experiencing or with lived
experience of homelessness. 

Front-line service providers impacted
through OYH's Hunger and Homeless Grant
Program. 

Food Shelves supported through OYH's
Summer Challenge, incentivizing over $2
million in additional donations.
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“We received funds to help with emergency repairs on our dock
truck. The truck is vital to our organization because it enables us to
pick up food and dry goods from stores for our distribution program.
We are currently providing food for an average of 2500 families
each week, and the food we pick up with the truck is essential for us
to be able to provide enough for each of those families. We didn't
have funds available in our budget and would not have been able to
continue with our store pick-ups without the grant from Open Your
Heart.” - YouthWay Ministries 


