
 

 

Community Hosted Fundraising Ideas — One Page Guide 

About Community Hosted Fundraising A Community Hosted Fundraising Event is when a 
business, organization, school, group, or individual plans and hosts a program or activity with 
proceeds benefiting Open Your Heart to the Hungry and Homeless. Fundraising can be a special 
event, a cause marketing program, or proceeds from a sale. Contact office@oyh.org for event 
coordination, official donation instructions, and/or questions. 

Small, community-friendly events 

• Birthday Fundraiser; Wedding or Anniversary Fundraiser — Ask guests to donate in lieu 
of gifts. 

• Bake Sale; Plant or Flower Sale; Lemonade Stand — Low-cost, high-engagement sales. 

• Car Wash; Ice Cream Social; Concessions — Great for schools, churches, and youth 
groups. 

• Bingo Night; Trivia or Game Night; Bingo Night — Ticketed entry, prize sponsorships. 

• Cocktail Party; Group Happy Hour; Party with a Purpose — Portion of cover or drink 
sales donated. 

• Children’s Lemonade Stand — Simple, family-friendly way to involve kids. 

• Golf Tournament; Movie Night; Music Event — Repeatable community favorites. 

Community service and drives 

• Food Drive — Coordinate with Open Your Heart for a current wish list. 

• Volunteer-Led Pop-Up Market — Local vendors donate booth fees or a share of sales. 

Cause Marketing Programs 

• Round-Up at Checkout — Customers round purchases up to donate. 

• Percentage-of-Sales Campaign — Donate a fixed percentage of sales for a day or 
product. 

• Co-Branded Product — Limited-edition item with proceeds to the cause. 

• Service-for-Donation — Salons, auto shops, and professionals donate proceeds from a 
service day. 
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Proceeds from Sales 

• Restaurant Give-Back Night — A portion of evening sales donated. 

• Retail Donation Day — Stores designate a day to donate a percentage of sales. 

• Online Storefront Campaign — Add donation option at checkout or feature a charity 
item. 

• Product Bundles — Clearly state the portion of bundle price that supports the charity. 

Virtual and Low-Contact Options 

• Peer-to-Peer Fundraising Pages — Individuals create pages and solicit support. 

• Virtual Auction or Raffle — Online bidding with digital promotion. 

• Live Stream Fundraiser — Stream a concert, class, or challenge with donation links. 

• Crowdfunding Campaign — Time-limited goal with regular progress updates. 

Workplace and Group Giving 

• Payroll Deduction Program — Small recurring employee donations. 

• Matching Gift Drives — Employers match employee donations. 

• Team Fundraising Challenge — Departments compete to raise funds. 

• Employee Volunteer Grants — Company grants when employees volunteer. 

Quick Tips for a Successful Fundraiser 

• Set a Clear Goal — State the fundraising target and intended impact. 

• Promote Widely — Use email, social media, flyers, and local press. 

• Make Giving Easy — Provide online links, QR codes, and clear collection points. 

• Acknowledge Donors — Public thank-yous, receipts, and impact updates. 

• Coordinate with Open Your Heart — Confirm logistics, needed items, and donation 
procedures. 

How to Get Started 

1. Choose the event type and set a date and fundraising goal. 

2. Partner with local businesses, schools, and media for promotion and sponsorship. 

3. Promote with a simple event page, graphics, and social posts. 



 

4. Collect funds securely and follow the charity’s instructions for remitting proceeds. 

5. Report and Thank donors; share results and the difference their support made. 

Contact office@oyh.org for event coordination, official donation instructions, and/or questions. 

Thank you for hosting a fundraiser and helping our neighbors in need! 
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